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Art Unit: 3696 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/16/2008 has been entered. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 10/16/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Boesch etal. (US Patent No. 5,897,621). 

As per claims 1-37, Boesch et al disclose a system and method for processing payment 
transactions in a multi-currency payment system. The system and method comprise 
communicating to a sender via a communications network a user interface that facilitates sender 
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input with respect to a desired currency in which a payment is to be made; receiving data 
identifying a sender-selected currency from the sender via the communications network; 
communicating to the sender via the communications network information identifying a current 
exchange rate for conversion between the sender-selected currency and a sender primary 
currency. Applicant is directed to column 7, line 7 to column 9, line 25. 

Boesch et al further disclose the sender primary currency is a currency used in a majority 
of transactions involving the sender and wherein the payment is to fund from a balance in the 
sender-selected currency that is maintained within a sender account. See column 5, lines 44-64 
and column 6, lines 20-31 and lines 44-49 of Boesch et al. 

Boesch et al also teach determining that the sender does not have a balance in the sender 
selected currency within the sender account and converting an equivalent value in the sender 
primary currency into the sender-selected currency to fund the payment. See column 6, lines 20- 
31, column 4, lines 8-45 and column 10, lines 29-65 of Boesch et al. 

Applicant has amended the independent claims 1, 34 and 36 to recite that enabling a 
receiving of a selection from the recipient, the selection from the recipient is selected from a 
group consisting of an acceptance of the payment in the sender-selected currency and a denial of 
the payment in the sender selected currency and argues that Boesch et al fail to teach or suggest 
this limitation. 

In response, Boesch et al do not explicitly recite the exact language recited in the 
applicant's independent claims. It is noted that Boesch et al are directed to a commerce system 
in which a customer in a given type currency provides payment to a merchant for the purchases 
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of goods and/or services. Both the customer and the merchant agree to the currency pair being 
used. See the abstract of Boesch et al. 

Boesch et al state that the merchant is willing to accept payment in a currency different than that 
of the customer. See the abstract and column 6, lines 11-19. Furthermore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to note at the time the invention was made that if the 
customer selects a currency not acceptable by the merchant, the merchant would have sent a 
notification to the customer informing the customer of an unacceptable selection of a currency by 
the customer. Therefore, denying acceptance of the sender selected currency and resulting in 
informing the recipient of a denial of the payment in the sender selected currency would have 
been done by either the merchant or the server of the system of Boesch et al. 

Regarding claims 13,31, 35 and 37, applicant's representative argues that the function of 
receiving from the client or recipient an indication or decision with respect to an acceptance of 
the payment in the sender-selected currency, and to notify the sender via the communications 
network of the recipient decision. 

In response, it is noted that Boesch et al are directed to a system and method for multi- 
currency transactions. The system and method comprise a remote customer accessing a 
merchant website to purchase goods in one currency and to perform payment transactions with 
another currency acceptable by the merchant. See the abstract. The customer and merchant have 
contracted to transact with particular currency pairs. See column 6, lines 32-49 or Boesch et al. 
Thus, the Examiner notes that if the sender or customer uses a currency that may not be 
acceptable by the merchant, the customer or client must inform or notify the merchant and in 
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return the merchant must provide an indication of acceptance or denial or the currency the client 
or sender intends to use. Thus, these steps taken by the customer and merchant would have been 
obvious steps taken by the one having ordinary skill in ordinary business practice so that both 
parties (the customer and merchant) agree in the type of currencies to be used for the payment of 
a purchase transactions. 

Boesch et al also disclose updating the current exchange rate at predefined time intervals 
and upon determining that a predefined time interval has expired, retrieving current exchange 
rates from a third party system, applying a set of rules to the retrieved rates to verify that the 
retrieved rates are correct and replacing existing rates are correct and replacing existing rates 
stored in a database with the retrieved rates. See column 8, line 49 to column 9, line 3. 

Boesch et al also disclose accumulating payment transactions in each of a plurality of 
currencies used during the predefined time interval; requesting the third party system to trade the 
accumulated payment transactions and receiving confirmation from the third party system that 
trades of the accumulated payment transactions have been completed. See column 14, lines 14- 
40. 

Functions of determining that the recipient did not accept the payment in the sender- 
selected currency and displaying an error message to the sender offering the sender to select a 
different currency for the payment are to provide an interactive session to the involved parties 
are inherent features in the system of Boesch et al. 
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The computerized system stores all transactions involved all clients that are stored for 
inventory control and dispute resolution purposes. Thus, a history of currency conversion 
calculations from previous transactions involving the sender is an inherent feature in the system 
of Boesch et al. 

Boesch et al also disclose determining whether a recipient requests a conversion of the 
payment account into the recipient primary currency, and if not creating a new balance in the 
sender-selected currency within the recipient account and adding the payment amount to the new 
balance. See column 4, lines 8-45. 

Boesch et al also teach that payments will be block for which the recipient does not have 
a balance. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantzy Poinvil whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6797. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00AM to 
5:30PM.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached on (571) 272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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